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Walter Gooding and his Village Memories

For this month’s article we are indebted to Rosemary and Nikki Gooding. Recently one
of our long serving members Walter (Walt) Gooding passed away. As part of their tribute
to Walter the family put together a booklet entitled Walter Gooding: My Life Story. Over
the years several of our villagers have collected their memories and we keep copies of
these in our archive. These are valuable documents of Ipplepen’s social history.

Walter was one of eleven children born in 1934 and living at 1 Silver Street. His father
worked at Henley’s & Whiteways Cider. Like many of our older members the Second
World War loomed large in their memories. Walter remembered joining the Army Cadets
and he recalls soldiers in the village at the time. Some were stationed in the Liberal Club
(where the Health Centre is now) and he recalls lorries parked along Biltor Road and
Conniford Lane in the period running up to D-Day. Again, like many of our older
residents Walter has recollections of his Army days which took him away from the area.
Later on, Walter spent twenty-two years working at the Conservative Club.

Of course, there have been many changes in the village in Walter’s lifetime. The house
where he lived in Wesley View was built in 1948 but since then we have had housing
developments in Croker’s Way, the Dornafield Estate and Tremlett Grove to name just a
few. When Wesley view was built there was no Mayfair Road, Clarendon Road, or Cooke
Drive either. Back in 1948 there would have been Cowling’s store in Bridge Street,
Gribble’s store in Dornafield Road and Mrs Childs’ store in Fore Street, as well as a
bakery, two pubs and a Post Office in the village.






