
 

Todd Gray talk 

This month we are delighted to welcome back Dr Todd Gray for our Autumn lecture. Dr Gray is a 
long-time supporter of the History group and has, over the years, proved to be an entertaining 
and erudite speaker. His theme for this talk will be the role of Exeter in the British Empire. The 
period of history covered by the talk is 1575-2024. The British Empire permeated Exeter as it did 
every other part of the country, but little is known about its connections to the city. 

For his research Dr Gray has looked at the lives of 250 Exeter people and over five centuries of 
Imperialism is explored. And as Dr. Gray says ‘This is the first study of its kind in Britain which 
looks at Empire through the lives of city people in their own words. The evidence will challenge 
everyone’s assumptions irrespective of their political views.’ His book, first published in July 
2024, entitled ’Voices of Empire in Exeter’ puts Exeter under the spotlight. 

Ipplepen School in the 70s 

 

 

When we were researching archive material for our recent coffee morning presentation on 
Ipplepen Schools and Churches we were reminded of a time when the annual Ipplepen School 
fete attracted various celebrities of the time to perform the opening ceremony. Leslie Crowther 
was a regular visitor and turned up also to take the plunge when the school swimming pool was 
opened. Other showbiz personalities were invited along including Little and Large (pictured 
above), Moira Anderson, Danny La Rue and Dickie Henderson. The Headmaster at the time, Mr. 
Vickery, was a keen devotee of amateur dramatics and he used his contacts at the Princess 
Theatre in Torquay to attract the various celebrities who were doing a summer season in Torquay 
to give a little bit of their time to open the school fete. It helped to make the event a little more 
special and guaranteed a good turnout. 

 


